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DOWNTOWN SWITZERLAND

Whether you seek designer labels, local boutiques, Swiss handicrafts or
chocolates to die for, Zurich has it all

Words by PATRICK TIPPELT

THE MONIKER OF ZURICH AIRPORT says it all — Unique. The
city, Switzerland’s biggest, but by no means huge (boasting

a population of 380,000), has been declared as having “the
highest living standard” in the world again and again. This is
thanks to its fantastic location along the coast of Zurich Lake,
an hour away from the Alps; a throbbing nightlife and world-
class entertainment scene; a charming old-world architecture
in its centre, as well as dozens of galleries and museums
exhibiting breathtaking art. Most important of all — Zurich is a
great place to shop.

A compact area along the Limmat river is home to
hundreds of boutiques, shops and department stores.
Everything is within walking distance, while hip
neighbourhoods (Langstrasse and Industriequartier) in former
industrial areas are just a few tram stops away. Shops are
known for their local high-quality products and urban style
from all over the globe. One of Europe’s most beautiful

shopping streets, Bahnhofstrasse, is the gate to the Altstadt (Old
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Town). Its atmospheric, tiny lanes are lined with restaurants
and boutiques.

For men with style, the first place to hit is the new Tom Ford
boutique. Decked out in fashionable black and gold, this place
mixes sleekness and opulence, mirrored in Ford’s menswear.
The clothes and accessories are known for their timeless style,
though customers should allow time for a suit — it will be tailor

made. Miinsterhof 17, 8001 Zurich, tram stop: Rathaus, Tel:

+41 44 221 0250.

Ladies will love Fidelio, just around the corner (and slightly
uphill). Behind the historic fagade, rooms in stark white hold
eclectic collections from the hottest European designers: think
Costume National, Viktor & Rolf and Neil Barrett. Elegance
meets cool — that goes for Fidelio’s own designs as well.
Miinzplatz 1, 8001 Zurich, tram stop: Paradeplatz, Tel: +41
44 211 1311, www.fideliokleider.ch

Fidelio

Confiserie Sprungli

The Schipfe is an artisan quarter on the banks of the Limmat
River. Take a stroll towards the lake, and you can’t miss
Ludwig Reiter, one of Europe’s best shoe designers. This
Austrian company has been offering gorgeous hand-sewn
leather shoes for more than 130 years. The assistants here

are glad to help you find the perfect boots, shoes, bags, and
luggage, all featuring a luxurious understated, European
craftsmanship. Wiihre 9, 8001 Zurich, tram stop: Rathaus,
Tel: +41 43 497 2494, www.ludwigreiter.ch

Turn around, towards the central train station, and you’ll soon
get to the Schweizer Heimatwerk. You won’t be alone at the
“Swiss homeland Factory” — tourists from all over visit and
leave with their mouths open (and never without a shopping
bag). The deluxe cooperative brings together the finest Swiss
handicrafts (excluding chocolate, that is). It’s more than just
a gift shop: under one roof, you’ll find home décor, fabulous
clothes, kitchen utensils and crockery. The children’s toy
selection is the best in town, and lots of products feature the
cool “red and white” from Switzerland’s flag. The bags made
from discarded Swiss Army blankets are souvenirs for the
stylish. A big plus are the friendly, multilingual staff.
Uraniastrasse 1, 8001 Zurich, tram stop: Rudolf-Brun-
Briicke, Tel: + 41 44 222 1955, www.heimatwerk.ch

Similar to Paris, Zurich is divided into districts (Kreis). While
Kreis 1 (all shops listed above) is home to high-end boutiques,
the true urban centre lies in Kreis 4 and 5 where the creative
and artsy crowds have settled down, and along with them edgy
stores. The forerunner is also a landmark — from the stark
industrial area known as Zurich West rises a tower of freight
containers housing a unique store which every local has been to
at least once. The iiber-hip bags and accessories from Freitag
(which include wallets, mac sleeves and iPod cases) made from
used truck tarpaulin and seat belts are omnipresent on Zurich’s
street and in locals clubs, while elsewhere they are sure to

raise approving eyebrows. The area around the store features

a handful of edgy galleries and shops. Geroldstrasse 17, 8005
Zurich, bus stop: Hardbriicke, Tel: +41 43 366 9520,
www.freitag.ch
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Ludwig Reiter

The finishing point of every shopping tour should be the
flagship store of Spriingli, the legendary Swiss chocolatier on
Bahnhofsstrasse. Before heading upstairs to treat yourself to
that perfect hot chocolate and some Luxemburgerli pralines,
drop by its heady ground floor shop. You’re guaranteed to
find something for your loved ones at home, be it chocolate,
handmade truffles and even cakes that will survive your

trip home. Bahnhofsstrasse 21, 8022 Zurich, tram stop:
Paradeplatz, Tel: +41 44 224 4711,
www.confiserie-spruengli.ch

Earn DOUBLE Royal Orchid Plus Miles when you
purchase THAI tickets at THAI designated travel
agents*

*Terms and conditions apply

1 TiAl g -
P | daily to Zurich
Actual miles = 5,608
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